
   

The congregation of Agnus Dei Lutheran Church celebrates the amazing diversity of 
God’s beloved children. We welcome all, regardless of age, ethnicity, abilities, faith 
background, race, family configuration, socioeconomic status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity or expression. We enthusiastically invite you into this worshiping 
congregation as we strive to share God’s inclusive love with everyone in our 

community and in our world. 

The monthly Newsletter of:                            August 2026 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church      
Gather in Grace  Grow in Faith  Go in Service 

A few weeks ago, Liam and I had the opportunity to head back to Kansas to spend some time 
helping my dad and brother on the farm. It had been a while since I had climbed into a tractor or 
spent long days in the fields, but some things never leave you. The smell of freshly turned soil, 
the rhythm of machinery moving across the fields, and the quiet conversations shared over sand-
wiches in the pickup all have a way of bringing you home. 

As we worked together, I was reminded that farming has always been about more than raising a 
crop. It is about faith. Every season begins with hope. You prepare the ground, plant the seed, 
tend the fields, and trust that, in time, life will emerge. There are storms you cannot control, dry 
spells you cannot prevent, and setbacks you never expected. Yet every morning you get up and 
keep doing the work that is before you. 

That trip has stayed with me because I think it echoes Jesus' words in the Sermon on the Mount: "You are 
the salt of the earth." 

Salt isn't flashy. It doesn't draw attention to itself. In fact, when salt is doing its job well, you hardly notice it. 
Yet without it, food is bland, preservation is lost, and something essential is missing. Salt quietly brings out 
the goodness that is already present. 

I wonder if that is exactly what Jesus had in mind for those who follow him. 

We live in a world that often feels overwhelmed by division, anger, and violence. It can seem as though every 
headline invites us to choose sides, harden our hearts, or retreat into fear. The temptation is to believe that 
only louder voices or bigger gestures can make a difference. 

But Jesus offers another way. 

To be the salt of the earth is to season our communities with compassion. It is to preserve what is good when 
cynicism threatens to erode it. It is to bring healing where relationships have become fractured and hope 
where despair has settled in. Often this happens not through grand acts, but through ordinary moments of 
kindness, listening, forgiveness, generosity, and welcome. 

At Agnus Dei, I see this kind of "salty" faith every week. I see it in the meals shared, the prayers offered, the 
quilts stitched, the advocacy for our neighbors, the laughter over coffee, and the quiet acts of care that rarely 
make the front page but faithfully reveal the love of Christ. Together, these simple acts become a witness to 
God's kingdom, a kingdom where mercy is stronger than fear, love is greater than hate, and peace is always 
possible. 

My dad has often reminded me that every field is tended one pass at a time. You don't harvest an entire crop 
in a single sweep. You simply keep showing up and doing the next faithful thing. 

Perhaps discipleship is much the same. 

Jesus doesn't ask us to fix the whole world by ourselves. Instead, Christ calls us to be salt, to faithfully season 
the little corner of the world entrusted to our care. As we do, God's Spirit works through our ordinary lives in 
extraordinary ways. 

May we continue to be a community that brings out the goodness in others, preserves hope in difficult times, 
and reminds our neighbors that God's love is still at work in the world. 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor JT 

Pastor JT Burk 

Please let Pastor JT know if you are in need of pastoral care. If you would 
like to be contacted, please call the church office at 253-851-6222, exten-
sion 2 or email jt@agnusdeilutheran.org 

http://elca.org/
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org
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President’s Message 
Gary Gemar 
 

Have you wanted to have a greater voice in what is going on in our national govern-
ment? It may seem impossible that your voice and action can make a difference, but 
when combined with many other voices we can make a difference. I joined the ELCA 
Advocacy Group this year. Here is what they want to achieve: Our ministry of advoca-
cy is a witness to God’s love for our neighbor, ourselves and for all creation. When you 
join the group you will receive sign-on letters in your email developed by the ELCA Wit-
ness in Society staff on legislation that is moving through the House or Senate that impacts our nation. 
You can add language to the letter or adopt it as written and send it to your local representative and 
senators. By adding your voice along with the many other ELCA members we can encourage them to 
pass legislation that will show love to our neighbor, ourselves, and all of creation.   

 
You can review some of the sign-on letters at the following link: Sign-on Letters  To join the network you 
can go to the following link: ELCA Witness in Society  When you are on the link to join the network you 
can also see all the other ways the ELCA is advocating for change in states, our nation, and throughout 
the world. Please consider joining the network so we have a greater voice in our national government.  

 
I am filled with gratitude for the generosity in the donations you have given to the Freedom To Serve 
Campaign. We have exceeded our stretch goal of receiving $200,000 by August 1st when we refinance 
our mortgage. Funds can come in until August 3rd but at the time of writing this article we have received 
$237,890 by the August deadline and total pledges for the whole campaign of $260,984. Our new mort-
gage payment with the downpayment will allow us to save more than $24,000 a year in our budget. 
Thank you!  
 

Highlights from the July Council Meeting: 
 Reviewed the Little Lambs financials (July 1st – June 30th).  Income in excess of expenses for the 

fiscal year is $33,520. With this great financial news there is a recommendation to approve a 10% 
donation ($3,352) to the ADLC general fund.  

 Accepted reports from the Council Committee Liaisons and acted as necessary on requests. 
 Reviewed the ADLC fiscal year finances (February 1st – June 30th) that shows income less than 

expense by $24,079. Please review the complete financial report on the next page.  
 Approved DeDe Boerger to serve a 3-year term on the Personnel Committee. 
 Approved moving the balance of the Chair Affair Funds ($2,272.27) to the Freedom to Serve 

Campaign. 
 Approved with gratitude the donated storage shed from Heron’s Key to be used for storage of 

the hard-to-recycle items. 
 Approved refinancing the ADLC mortgage with MIF at a rate of 7.175%. 
 Heard a report from Pastor JT on the One Parish One Prisoner program and recommended the 

program be presented at a future Adult Forum to see if there is interest at ADLC to participate. 
 Welcomed guests Erin Welch and Ithan from Key Peninsula Community Services to hear their 

request for ADLC to become an Inclement Weather Location. Approved a motion for ADLC to 
trial for a year being an Inclement Weather Location during the day  (Mondays – Thursdays from 
9:30 to 4:30 PM) during the summer only. 

 
What does it mean for ADLC to be an Inclement Weather Location for Key Peninsula Community Ser-
vices (KP)? When the temperature exceeds 84 degrees F or below 32 degrees for extended periods, 
KP alerts their clients that they are welcome to go to an Inclement Weather Location to cool down or 
warm up and take a moment to refresh. The Council approved ADLC being used as a location only in 
the summer because Little Lambs is in session during the winter. KP clients will be welcome to cool 
down in the Parish Hall, charge their phones and drink water provided by KP. It is uncertain how many 
people may use this service but it helps that ADLC is on the bus line. More information is to come if you 
want to volunteer to help with this program. Anticipated start is in August once the congregation is in-
formed of the program and protocols are put in place.  
Whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple – truly I tell you, none 
of these will lose their reward. Matt 10:42  

Gary Gemar 
Council President 

https://blogs.elca.org/advocacy/sign-on-letters/
https://www.elca.org/how-we-serve/elca-in-society/witness-in-society
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT Treasurer, Mike Snowden 
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NEWS FROM OUR SERVICE COMMITTEE: GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS 

Outreach Project Updates:  

Baby Kits for Lutheran World Relief in July 

Thank you to everyone for contributing the baby clothes, blankets, and hygiene items to build Baby 
Care Kits for Lutheran World Relief! So many cute baby items! We put together 9 kits so far and there 
will be at least 31 more. Stay tuned for the grand total. These Baby Care Kits will provide essential 
needs to keep a new baby healthy, clean, and comfortable, which is a difficult and scary thing for a 
family living in poverty. 

 

June’s Project: Summer Sack Lunch Program  

During the summer months we are helping Altrusa and Food 4 All 
feed families who rely on school lunches during the school year in 
their effort to distribute sack lunches at local sites. During June we 
collected tasty snacks and drinks to supplement the fresh items in-
cluded in each sack lunch. A group of Altrusa volunteers (see photo) 
meet in our kitchen on Tuesday and Thursday mornings to make 
sandwiches and pack the lunches for distribution; this will continue 
through the month of August. For more information on this project see 
the article in Gig Harbor Now here. 

 

Thank you for all your support, 
The Community Connections Committee  

Ann, Jerry, Phyllis, Charlene, Linda R, Linda Z, and Ronnie 

        ADLC Book Group 

Book group will be meeting on Sunday, August 16th, in the front room following 
the service to discuss: Remarkably Bright Creatures by Shelby Van Pelt. This 
book is an exploration of friendship, reckoning, and hope, tracing a widow's un-
likely connection with a giant Pacific octopus. All are welcome!  

Looking ahead to September, we will be meeting on Sunday, September 20th, in 
the front room following adult forum to discuss: So We and Our Children May 
Live:  Following Jesus in Confronting the Climate Crisis by Sarah Augustine and 
Sheri Hostetler.  Some of you may have purchased this book from the co-author, 
Sarah Augustine, when she presented at the forum last year.  This book offers 

hope for a better future alongside concrete actions for joining with Indigenous Peoples to protect 
life and negotiate with decision-makers for sustainable change that follows Jesus. In these pages, 
readers are called to confront climate change and choose life for our children and the future of our 
planet. Everyone is welcome for this discussion whether or not you have read the book. We hope to 
see you there!  

August Outreach: School Supplies 

In August we will collect school supplies for LWR 
School Kits and for the Olive Crest Foster Kids in 

Tacoma. Sale prices are out now; the needed items include un-
sharpened pencils, pens (no gel), 12-inch wooden rulers, kid-sized 
blunt scissors, 40-page spiral notebooks (wide or college ruled), 
pencil sharpeners, 24-pack crayons, and pink erasers. On Septem-
ber 13, God’s Work Our Hands Sunday, we will get a chance to ap-
ply our skills assembling the school kits. No doubt we will be even 
more fabulous than last year.  

https://www.gigharbornow.org/news/health-wellness/summer-lunch-program-keeps-stomachs-full-while-schools-out/?utm_source=Gig+Harbor+Now&utm_campaign=edf4fb775b-NEWS_RECAP_2023_12_13_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_bd3e75e145-edf4fb775b-606804992
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SUNDAY MORNING FAITH FORMATION  ON HIATUS THROUGH THE SUMMER  

FORUM 
The focus of the Forums in September will be the Season of Creation. Forum meets each 
Sunday morning through the program year at 10:45 am in-person in the parish hall and on 
the Zoom platform. The recordings are available to watch later on our YouTube channel.  

 

FRONT ROOM KIDS 
From September through May, children ages three through ten are invited to the Front Room 
after Storytime to enjoy a Bible story and related activities. They return to the sanctuary 
around the time of the Sharing of the Peace to be present for Communion and the remainder 
of the service.  

 
CONFIRMATION 
Middle school students meet with Pastor JT each month in the Front Room after the service. If you have any 
questions, please contact Pastor JT.    
            
LITTLE LAMBS PRESCHOOL—A MINISTRY OF AGNUS DEI 
Our Little Lambs Preschool is on summer vacation and will start up again in September. 
Shannon, our preschool director reports that our Pre K class is full but there are still 
spots left for children in our 2’s, 3’s and 4/5’s classes. She is also looking to fill one of our 
teacher positions. If you or someone you know is looking for a great preschool please let 
them know about Little Lambs. Registration can be done online at http://www.little-
lambspreschool.org/ 
 

Green Team News 

Last month a request went out to the collective for a storage solution for our periodic intake of hard-
to-recycle items. Ginny Eilers learned there was a storage shed at Heron’s Key that was no longer 
needed. A big THANK YOU to Peter Liljengren, George Unruh, Keith Eilers, and Gary Gemar for 
moving the storage shed from Heron's Key to our property. Peter took gardening tools and materi-
als that were previously stored in the shed to Habitat for redistribution. This shed will enable us to 
continue with our hard-to-recycle collection program in September. Thanks to Ginny Eilers for con-
necting our Green Team with the people at Heron’s Key who authorized the gift to us.  
 

Ronnie Kulman would like everyone to know about a Walk and Talk event highlighting the Salmon 
Habitat Restoration at Minter Creek on August 15. The walk will be from 10 am to noon and facilitat-
ed by the Great Peninsula Conservancy. Walk along the wetland, the forest habitat, and through the 
past, present, and future of restoration efforts of Minter Creek  More info can be found at  

greatpeninsula.org 

SEASON OF CREATION – COMING IN SEPTEMBER 

LIVING WATER is the theme for the 2026 Season of Creation observance 
– and planning is underway for activities that raise our awareness and 
care of this precious resource.  As Christians we hold a powerful biblical 
vision of hope and ecological healing through water, this life-giving force,  
and we accept the reality of the water crisis we face.  Our September 
worship, forums, a movie night on Sept. 22, and more will remind us of 
water as a gift from God that is entrusted into our intentional care.  More 
to come on this in the next newsletter! 

Is there a body of water – river, lake, ocean beach, waterfall, etc – that 

you love??  Write the name of this water, where it is located, along with 

your name on a card found on the office counter.  Have a photo of this 

water?  We are planning a display of WATER WE LOVE and would like to 

include a body of water that holds a special place in your heart (with or 

without a photo). 

http://www.little-lambspreschool.org/
http://www.little-lambspreschool.org/
https://greatpeninsula.org/
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

3 Mollie MacLean 

5   Martia Ohme 

9  John Sullivan 

10 Sue Lubash 

11 Zoe Allen 

12 Josie Nussbaum    

15 Sam Chakerian 

16  Giovanna Ortenzo 

17 Kyler McFarland, Kristin Page, 
 Connie Hummel 

19 Loren Bell 

22   Elsa Nesbit 

25   Gloria Hoiland 

27   Ed Baxter 

29 Paul Gross  

30 Noah Brentin 

31  Jesse Beaudette, Mary Mitchell 

 

AUGUST  ANNIVERSARIES 

2 Dennis and Ardith Johnson 

2 Linda Olson and Marc Lee 

4  Jesse and Maria Beaudette 

7 Tom and Lori Leacy 

9 David and Mary Marquardt 

18  Ashley and Francesco Ortenzo 

19  Rhonda and Tim Sobie 

20 Shari and Bruce Shull 

23 Tom and Kathy Chakerian 

24 Jim and Cathy Adair 

27  Loren and Julie Bell 

29     Chuck and Margie Anderson 

We Celebrate August Birthdays and Anniversaries! 

 
ADLC Care Team 

ADLC CARE TEAM SERVICES AND COORDINATORS: 

 TRANSPORTATION: GWEN DAUGS 

 HOME VISITS: GHITA LORENZ  

 CARDS/TELEPHONE CALLS: MARY MARQUARDT 

 GRIEF SUPPORT: DEBBIE WAITE 

 BLOOD PRESSURE CHECKS: DAVID SALGE 

 HOME COMMUNION: MARLENE BRIDGFORTH 

 HOSPITALITY: DEBBIE SNOWDEN 

 MEALS: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 MEDICAL EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES: ANN ROUSSEAU 

 PRAYER CHAIN: CINDY BEALS 

These services are offered by our care 
team volunteers. If you or another need 
assistance, please contact the group 
coordinator, whose phone numbers and 
e-mail addresses are in the church di-
rectory. Please also check out the Care 
Team Bulletin Board across from the 
Parish Hall for further information.  Any 
questions, or to sign up to help, please 
contact us. 

Gwen Daugs and Marlene Bridgforth,  
Care Team Co-chairs 
 

 

 We remember in prayer: 
For comfort and healing: 
 

 Chuck Anderson 

 Margie Anderson 

 Barbara Ausich 

 Julia Bell 

 Marlene Bridgforth 

 Robert Bridgforth 

 Beverly Buster 

 Beverly Buster Jr 

 Chiarra Buster 

 Audrey Clinton 

 Connie Hummel 

 George Mitchell 

 Jack Oakes 

 Michi Ouchi 

 Joannah Powers 

 Ellis Rousseau 

 Johnny Tierny 

 Neal Van Der Voorn 

 Trudy Wagner 

 Eunice Werner 

 

 

In service to our country:  
 CAPT. Jenny Nussbaum, US Public Health Service 

In their grief: 

 Janet Bauer and family as they mourn the death of 
Leon. 

 The family of Gloria Witt as they mourn her death. 
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Weaving Worship Together 
 
Equipping Every Servant for Joyful, Welcoming, 
Christ-Centered Worship 
 
Each Sunday at Agnus Dei we create worship anew, weaving 

the elements of worship together utilizing ancient historic 

practices and new language—deep-rooted liturgies woven 

with fresh threads. And to make this happen every week re-

quires the commitment and assistance of many “weavers.”   Whether you warmly greet people at the 

door, usher families to their seats, read Scripture, assist at the altar, prepare communion, manage the 

technology behind the scenes, or lead worship as pastor, every role is a vital thread in the fabric of 

our communal worship each week.   

As we prepare to enter a new program year, we want to look more closely at these threads of worship 

to see how each strand connects to Christ-centered worship.  To that end, you are warmly invited to 

join us in Weaving Worship Together, a workshop designed to encourage, equip, and inspire  

everyone involved in worship ministry. 

 

Who should attend? 

• Ushers 

• Readers/Lectors 

• Assisting Ministers 

• Altar Guild 

• Tech Volunteers 

• Greeters 

• Pastor 

• Anyone interested in serving in worship 

Date: Sunday, August 23 

Time: Immediately following worship 

Lunch: A complimentary lunch will be served. 

Together we will explore how each ministry contributes to creating worship that is joyful, welcom-

ing, and Christ-centered. We will review the responsibilities of each role, share practical tips and best 

practices, answer questions, and strengthen our shared commitment to helping every person who en-

ters our doors on Sunday morning experience God's love and grace. 

Whether you have served for many years or are just considering becoming involved, this work-

shop is for you. Come enjoy good food, fellowship, learning, and conversation as we continue weav-

ing together a worship experience that reflects the hospitality and love of Christ. 

We hope you'll join us as we grow together in service and celebrate the many and varied gifts God 

has woven into our congregation. 
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Hospitality: Please consider joining with others to provide light treats and make coffee for our 
Sunday fellowship after worship. Have fun and team up with a friend. 

*If you have any questions call Debbie Snowden or Linda Ribary. 

Serve in Worship: 
Thank you to the volunteers who serve in worship. You are all invited to the training workshop on August 
23. More volunteers are needed in all areas and training is readily available. We currently have need of a 
couple more people who are willing to help with the livestream. Our system has become less complicated and 
more reliable, making it much easier to learn. Please consider helping provide worship accessible to those 
outside the building! 

 Let’s Wear Our Nametags 
 As a sign of hospitality to all visitors, newcomers, and just the plain forgetful, please remember to 
 wear your nametag! If you are in need of a new nametag, leave a note on Cindy’s desk. 

 We Share the Air – Please Keep It Fragrance-Free and Healthy for All 
 We ask our entire community to be mindful of folks with scent sensitivities  and refrain from using 
 perfume/cologne and other scented products when coming to Agnus Dei. 

 Phishing Scams Continue! BEWARE OF FRAUD  

 The scams will continue so we will continue to remind you...Be aware of phony emails 
 posing as our pastor arriving your inboxes. Please remember: ADLC staff will never contact you 
 for money, gift cards or financial information of any kind.  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

The following are the folks who are currently scheduling: 
Council—Security 
Debbie Snowden—Stream Team and Sound System 
Marilyn Colyar—Assisting Ministers 
Paula Davis—Lectors, Greeters, and Ushers 
Kimberly Morgan—Altar Guild 

AUGUST 
Altar 
Guild 

Assisting 
Minister 

Lector 
Stream 
Team/ 
Sound 

Ushers Greeters Security 
Prayer 
Writer 

Flowers 

2 9:30 AM 
N Johnson 
E Nesbitt 

G Eilers L Zematis Nussbaum 
L & M 
Colyar 

A Bakke P Waite M Colyar J Stuen 

9 9:30 AM 
K Morgan 
L Brentin 

D Salge A Carter Nussbaum 
R & M 
Ohme 

M Beert R Kulman K Gemar J Stuen 

16 9:30 AM 
A Conley 
M Bridg-

forth 
R Spitzer L Spitzer Snowden 

P & D 
Waite 

G Lorenz 
K Gemar 

G Gemar P Waite J Stuen 

23 9:30 AM 
J McCraw 

A Keyl 
K Gemar 

M Mar-
quardt 

Snowden 
G Gemar 
L Olson 

R Crow 
J Haugen? 

P Waite D Waite J Stuen 

30 9:30 AM 
N Johnson 
S Lubash 

D Daugs A Keyl Beals D Krump 
L & D 

Brentin 
D Snow-

den 
M Colyar J Stuen 

August Serve in Worship Schedule 
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The monthly newsletter of 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 
Submit newsletter items, subscription requests and address 
changes to Editor/Church Administrator: Cindy Beals  

253-851-6222, ext. 1 office@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Church Staff  

Pastor JT Burk, 701-969-0809 

Office 253-851-6222, ext. 2, Email Pastor JT 

Church Musician: Susan Luebeck 

Office: 253-851-6222, ext. 4, Email Susan 

Church Administrator: Cindy Beals 

  253-851-6222, ext, 1 Email Cindy B 

Financial Services Administrative Assistant: Cindy Hart, 

 253-851-6222, ext.5, Email Cindy H 

Little Lambs Preschool Director, Shannon Moore 

 253-851-6222, ext. 3,  Email Shannon 

Congregational President: Gary Gemar 

Congregational Vice President: Lance Colyar 

Council Secretary: Debbie Snowden 

Financial Secretary: Bob Nussbaum 

Treasurer: Mike Snowden  
 

 

 

Congregation Council 

Gary Gemar, Tracy Clark, Lance Colyar, Ronnie Kulman, Mollie McLean, 

Debbie Snowden, Rhonda Sobie, Randy Spitzer, Jody Viscardi, Phil Waite 

Council Liaison Positions  
  
 Communications and Connections—Tracy Clark 

 Endowment Committee—Lance Colyar 

 Finance Committee—Randy Spitzer  

 Faith Formation—Mollie MacLean 

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Congregation—Debbie Snowden  

 God’s Work/Our Hands, Community—Ronnie Kulman 

 IT Committee—Randy Spitzer 

 Little Lambs Board—Jody Viscardi 

 Stewardship Committee—Rhonda Sobie 

 Properties Team—Gary Gemar 

 Personnel Committee—Gary Gemar 

 Worship Committee—Phil Waite 
  

Little Lambs Preschool  
 

Director/Teacher: Shannon Moore 

 Email: lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org 

Financial Secretary: Kimberly Morgan 

Little Lambs Board: Maria Beaudette, Katie Dobszinsky, Peggy Mickelson, 
Jenn Paini, Susan Whitney, Neal Van der Voorn 

 

 

Agnus Dei Lutheran Church 

10511 Peacock Hill Ave NW 

Gig Harbor, WA 98332 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

mailto:office@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:jt@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:music@agnusdeiluutheran.org
mailto:office@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:finance@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org
mailto:lambs@agnusdeilutheran.org

